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STATISTICS  OF  SLAVE  COLONIES. 

Much  important  information  has  recently  been  laid  before  the  House 
of  Commons,  in  the  shape  of  Returns  from  the  Slave  Colonies,  ordered 
to  be  printed  on  the  9th  of  May  1826,  and  forming  a  volume  of  760  folio 
pages,  numbered  353.  These  Returns  embrace  a  period  of  five  years, 
from  the  1st  of  January  1821,  to  the  31st  of  December  1825,  and 
refer  to  a  variety  of  particulars,  such  as  the  marriage  of  slaves ;  the 
separation  of  families  ;  the  value  of  slaves ;  their  manumission  ;  Colo- 
nial pauperis7H  ;  the  general  population,  &c.  From  six  of  the  Colonies 
indeed,  viz.  Antigua,  Bermuda,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Mauritius, 
Montserrat,and  St.  Lucia,  there  are  as  yet  no  Returns.  The  information 
that  has  been  obtained  therefore,  and  of  which  we  propose  to  give 
a  brief  abstract,  relates  exclusively  to  the  other  fourteen  Colonies. 

I.  Marriages  of  Slaves. 

1.  Bahamas.  In  these  Islands  seven  marriages  of  slaves  have  taken 
place  in  the  five  years,  from  1821  to  1825  inclusive,  besides  eight 
marriages,  in  which  one  of  the  parties  was  free  and  the  other  a  slave. 
The  slave  population  amounts  to  upwards  of  9000. 

An  Act  of  this  Island,  passed  in  1824,  authorizes  the  celebration 
of  marriages  between  slaves,  but  not  without  the  consent  of  their 
owner  in  writing,  which  consent  he  may  withhold  at  pleasure,  and 
without  assigning  a  reason  ;  and  it  makes  such  marriages  valid,  always 
saving  the  authority  and  rights  of  owners.     (Clauses  10 — 13.) 

2.  Barbadoes.  The  slave  population  of  this  Island  is  about  80,000. 
One  marriage  took  place  among  them  in  these  five  years,  none  having 
been  celebrated  before.  This  marriage  was  solemnized,  in  the  parish  of 
St.  Lucy,  by  the  Rev.  W.  Harte.  The  singular  boldness  of  this  clergy- 
man, in  committing  such  an  act,  deserves  to  be  recorded,  especially  as 
we  understand  that  it  has  brought  upon  him  the  censure  of  the  Barba- 
dian pubhc.  The  incumbents  of  the  other  ten  parishes  have  escaped  the 
■roproach  he  has  had  to  encounter.      Their  return  is  uniformly  the  same. 


vii.  "  Nil."  NV  l».it  ;\  ilaio  oJ"  domestic  |/uiily  and  bleAtciluess,  liuei  liic 
large  slave  populaiiuu  of  Barbadot-s  exliibit,  with  uidy  out;  inarn.i.;*-  ut 
live  veafil  I  he  new  bia)iu|i,  on  landing  in  this  island,  we  are  told  hy 
hi9  relation  and  secretary,  ^\as  haileil  by  a  cliurus  of  sable  dainsels, 
singing  iheSe  eiiclianling  Imes., 

Dr  Bishop  14  comio^,  de  Bishop  U  comiog, 
!)••  Bishop  \i  lominR  to  marry  we  ; 
l)e  Bidhop  IS  cuuiioi;  to  marry  we  all. 

We  will  not  altempl  lo  account  for  tlie  tailure  of  these  fond  hop>es : 
for  even  the  single  marriage  which  has  been  celebrated,  and  which  is 
»&id  to  have  excited  almost  as  great  a  commotion  in  Barbadoos  as 
the  appearance  of  a  .Methodist  missionary  would  have  done,  took  place 
some  weeks  betbre  the  Bishop's  first  arrival  there. 

The  President  of  the  Island,  in  a  letter  dated  March  14,  1S2H,  tells 
Lord  Bathurst,  •"  that  there  is  no  law  existing  in  Barbadoes,  by  which 
the  marriage  of  slaves  is  authoii/ed  or  sanctioned." 

3.  BerbiLe.  The  return  from  this  Colony,  containing  22,000  slaves. 
IS  still  more  summary  than  that  from  Barbadoes.  NO  marriage  of 
slaves  has  taken  place  there  ;  and  the  learned  legists  of  Berbice  are 
in  doubt  whether  the  marriage  ordinance  of  the  Colony,  being  "  the 
Egl  Reglement  en  de  generalileit  of  their  high  mightinesses  of  the 
Stales  of  Holland,"  has  to  do  with  slaves. 

4.  Dtintrara.  In  this  Colony,  containing  75,000  slaves,  no  marriage 
has  taken  place  among  them. 

5.  Dominica.  This  Colony  contains  about  1.5,000  slaves.  NO 
marriage  has  been  telebrateu  by  any  Protestant  clergyman  between 
slaves  ;  but  three  have  been  celebrated  where  one  of  the  parties  was 
free,  and  the  otlier  a  slave.  By  the  Catholic  Cure,  however,  M.  Jeaa 
de  Lahoi,  129  marriages  of  slaves  have  been  solemnized  in  five  years. 

The  Dominica  authorities  were  required  to  state  what  are  the  laws 
of  that  Island,  "  by  which  the  marriage  of  slaves  is  authorized  and 
sanctioned,  and  their  connubial  rights,  recognized  and  secured."  Their 
return  to  this  requisition  affords  a  curious  and  edifying  specimen  of 
the  reliance  that  is  to  be  placed  on  representations  proceeding  t'rom 
parties  interested  in  the  maintenance  of  slavery. 

They  cite,  as  their  answer  lo  the  requisition,  the  following  clauses 
of  "  an  Act  passed  in  1788,  for  the  Encouragement,  Protection,  and 
better  Goverqfjient  of  Slaves,"  viz. 

Clause  4.  "  .\nd  bv.  it  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  ordained,  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  that  all  owners,  renters,  managers,  or  overseers 
of  all  the  slaves  who  may.be  arrived  at  the  years  of  maturity,  and 
who  may  be  desirous  of  entering  into  a  connubial  state,  shall  en- 
courage and  exhort  such  slave  or  slaves,  to  receive  the  ceremony  of 
marriage,  as  instituted  under  the  forms  of  the  Christian  religion  :  and 
in  neglect  of  doing  so,  the  said  owner,  renter,  manager,  or  overseer, 
shall  l)€  subject  to  a  tine  of  five  pounds." 

Claiun  22.  "  .And  be  it.  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and  ordained, 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  any  white  person,  or  free  person  of 
colour  whatever,   who  shall   take   awav  and  cohabit  with,  the  wife  or 


« 
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wives  of  any  of  the  slaves  of   this  Island,  sliall,  on  conviction  thereof 
before  any  three  or  more  magistrates,  be  subject  to  a  fine  not  exceeding; 
the  sum  of  fifty  pounds."     (£-5  sterling.) 
*  This  is  one  of  the  most  unblushing  attempts  we  have  ever  witnessed  to 

^  impose  on  the  people  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  This  Act,  passed 

in  1788,  was  repealed  in  1821,  and  has  therefore  now  no  operation 
whatever.  Nor  in  thtiAct  which  was  then  substituted  for  it,  nor  in  any 
subsequent  Act  have  those  clauses  been  renewed,  which  are  now  brought 
forward  for  no  other  purpose  that  we  can  discover,  but  to  blind  the 
eyesL  of  the  Parliament  and  people  of  England.  An  Act  passed  in 
1818,  it  is  true,  permits  Curates,  meaning  we  presume,  the  Catholic 
Cures,  to  solemnize  the  marriages  of  slaves,  receiving  a  fee  of  one 
pound  for  each  ;  but  as  for  the  above  cited  clauses,  they  have  no 
existence. 

The  Dominica  Assembly  has  long  signalized  itself  by  a  sort  of 
legislative  dexterity.  In  1788,  it  outdid  all  the  other  Assemblies,  in 
their  pretended  measures  of  reform  ;  witness  the  above  clauses.  But 
in  1804,  sixteen  years  after,  when  Lord  Camden  required  General 
Prevost  the  Governor  of  Dominica,  to  inform  him,  what  had  been  done 
in  consequence  of  the  4th  and  some  other  clauses  of  the  meliorating 
act  of  1788,  the  honest  soldier  bluntly  answered,  that  the  clauses  had 
not  been  carried  into  effect.  Not  one  slave  had  been  married  ;  not  one 
penalty  had  been  enforced;  and  the  Act  itself  "  appears,"  he  tells  us, 
"  to  have  been  considered,  from  the  day  it  was  passed  until  this  hour, 
as  a  political  measure  to  avert  the  interference  of  the  mother  country 
in  the  management  of  slaves." 

But  though  the  above  provisions  were  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a 
dead  letter,  it  was  thought  unsafe  to  retain  them.  Accordingly  in 
1 82 1 ,  a  new  slave  Act  was  passed,  expressly  to  amend  the  former,  in 
which  not  only  were  these  and  several  other  fair  sounding  clauses 
omitted  without  any  other  being  substituted,  but  at  the  very  close  of  the 
new  Act,  a  brief  and  summary  clause  is  introduced,  (the  35th)  entirely 
repealing  the  Act  of  1788.  And  yet,  when  the  House  of  Commons  in 
1826,  calls  for  '*  a  copy  of  any  law,  by  which  the  marriage  of  slaves 
is  authorized  and  sanctioned,  and  their  connubial  rights  secured," 
the  Dominica  authorities  have  the  hardihood,  we  will  not  say  the  disin- 
genuousness  to  produce  as  such  law,  the  clauses  of  an  act  which  a  sub- 
sequent act  of  their  own  had  totally  repealed ;  thus  taking  credit  for 
provisions,  which,  while  they  existed,  were  a  dead  letter;  and  which 
they  themselves  had  deliberately  abrogated  and  annulled  five  years 
before. 

6.  Grenada.  This  Island  contains  25,000  slaves.  In  the  several 
parishes  into  which  it  is  divided,  fourteen  marriages  of  slaves  have 
taken  place  within  the  five  years.  One  of  the  incumbents,  the 
Rev.  W.  Nash,  in  reporting  that  not  one  marriage  had  taken  place 
in  his  parish,  subjoins  some  remarks  of  an  exculpatory  kind,  which  will 
be  found  to  have  an  important  general  bearing.  He  praises  two  planters, 
who  were  solicitous  to  introduce  something  like  religious  instruction 
among  their  slaves  ;  and  he  says,  that  if  such  plans  were  generally 
pursued,  he  should  have  happy  presentiments  of  success,  provided  he 
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could  prevail  oo  the  proprietors  to  attend  to  certain  su^g;estion9  of  ins, 
such  di  "  That  every  convettitnt  altenlion  be  sliuwn  to  the  temporal 
welliire  of  the  negroes.  (Jii  llus  the  success  of  the  rtsl"  (meaning  the 
ertorts  made  for  tlieir  spiritual  l>enertl)  "  will  mainly  depend.  The 
negrues,  dull  as  their  undtrstandin^s  are,  have  sagacitv  sufficient  to 
connect  moral  causes  with  physical  etl'ects.  They  will  say,  '  if  our 
masters  are  really  so  desirous  of  promotinij  our  happiness  in  the  other 
world,  why  do  they  not  give  us  an  earnest  of  it,  by  attending  to  our 
conjfort  iQ  this?'  I  trust  they  will  do  so,  while  they  are  sowing  the 
'  good  seed  '  for  a  future  harvest.  And  although  experience  forbids 
rae  to  be  very  sanguine  in  my  expectations,  yet  I  will  believe  that  some 
of  the  seed  will  grow,  and  that  there  will  be  a  harvest.  At  least 
if  good  principles  fail  to  produce  good  practice,  it  must  be  allowed  that 
without  good  principles  good  practice  cannot  be  expected.  At  all 
events,  this  acquisition  will  arise  from  it,  the  adversaries  of  the 
system  will  be  obliged  to  desist,  or  to  recede  to  their  citadel  the 
abstract  question.  ' 

What  are  we  to  conclude  from  this  last  remark  '.  Is  it  not  tliat 
Mr.  Nash  does  not  view  with  perfectly  friendly  eves  the  adversaries  of 
this  system  ?     If  so,  his  concessions  are  the  more  to  be  vulued. 

The  Grenada  Slave  Act  of  1825,  allows  (see  Clause  5)  slaves  to 
intermarry,  provided  the  owner  gives  consent,  and  provided  (a  most 
unnecessary  provision,)  the  Clergyman,  Priest  or  other  legally 
authorized  person,  shall  consider  such  slaves  to  have  a  competent 
knowledge  of  the  marriage  vow. 

7.  Honduras.  In  this  Colony  there  has  been  only  o.ne  intermarriage 
of  slaves  ;  and  three  between  slaves  and  free  persons.  I'here  is  no  law 
authorizing  marriage. 

8.  Jamaica.  In  this  Island,  the  Duke  of  Manchester  states,  in  his 
letter  of  tlie  4lh  of  March,  lS-26,  that  he  is  "  not  aware  of  any  law  by 
which  the  marriage  of  slaves  is  authorized  or  sanctioned.'' 

The  following  are  the  marrt^iges  of  slaves,  (marriages  unauthorized 
and  unsanctioned,  and  therefore  unprotected,  by  law)  which  took  place 
in  tie  ditlert-nl  parishes  of  tins  Island,  during  the  years  18'21— 18'25 
inclusive^  the  slave  populauon  being  about  .330,000. 


Slave  population. 

.Marriagi'8  of  Slave*. 

Manchester,  ^ 

1 8000 

191 

Port  Royal, 

7000 

24 

St.  DorJthy's, 

5000 

4 

Hanover, 

23000 

4 

St.  Thomaa  in  the  VaJe, 

12000 

16 

.St.  .Andrew's, 

16000 

no 

return. 

Trelawiiey, 

27000 

5 

Vere, 

8000 

I 

Clarendon, 

18000 

2 

St.  Mary's, 

26000 

14] 

St.  John's, 

7000 

3 

St.  George's, 
Sl  Davicl'i, 

13000 
8000 

104       /•' 
lOl     ' 
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Westmoreland,       .         .  2*2000 

St.  Elizabeth's,       .         .  J 9000 

St.  James's,            .         .  25000 

St.  Thomas  in  the  East,  25000 

St.  Ann's,               .         .  25000 

St,  Catherine's,      .         .  8000 

Portland,                .         .  8000 

Kingston,               .         .  7000 


2 

2 

89 

1085 

5 

56 

57 

601 


Some  curious  circumstances  are  to  be  remarked  with  respect  to  this 
list  of  marriages. 

In  the  first  place,  except  in  one  instance,  (that  of  Manchester) 
marriage  prevails  chiefly  where  the  Metliodist  preachers  have  obtained 
a  footing.  In  Kingston,  and  St.  Thomas  in  the  East,  Methodist 
missions  have  been  established  for  many  years,  and  there  marriages 
are  frequent.  In  St.  Mary's,  St.  George's,  St.  David's,  St.  James's, 
St.  Catherine's,  and  Portland,  where  the  Methodist  missionaries  have 
recently  made  inroads,  marriages  are  becoming  less  infrequent.  In 
eleven  other  parishes,  containing  173,000  slaves,  there  were  only  68 
marriages  in  five  years,  or  about  13  in  each  year.  And  here  it  appears 
to  us  of  the  utmost  importance  to  remark,  that  in  the  various  parishes 
of  this  Island,  which  are  pre-eminently  distinguished  by  the  paucity  of 
marriages;  as  Vere,  in  which  only  one  marriage  has  taken  place  in^vc 
years;  Clarendon,  where  two  marriages  have  taken  place  in  five  years; 
St.  John's  where,  in  five  years,  three  marriages  have  been  solemnj^ed, 
and  only  one  marriage  had  ever  taken  place  before  ;  Westmoreland, 
where  only  two  marriages  have  taken  place  in  five  years  ;  St.  Dorothy's, 
where  only  four  marriages  have  taken  place  in  five  years ;  Hanover, 
where  the  same  number  of  marriages  has  been  solemnized  ;  Trelawney, 
where  there  have  been  only  five  marriages  ;  St.  Elizabeth,  where  only  two 
marriages  have  occurred  ;  and  St.  Ann's,  where  there  have  been  only 
five  marriages  in  five  years ; — it  is  most  important,  we  say,  to  remark, 
that  in  these  various  parishes,  not  a  few  of  the  most  influential  West 
Indian  Proprietors,  fillmg  seats  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  who  pro- 
fess their  cordial  attachment  to  measures  of  Reform,  and  prefer  strong 
claims  to  the  public  confidence  and  respect,  possess  large  plantations, 
crowded  with  slaves.  We  earnestly  entreat  their  attention  to  the  facts 
now  brought  before  them,  and  of  which  they  may  not  have  been  pre- 
viously aware,  in  the  hope  that  they  may  apply  a  remedy  to  the  evil. 

We  now  discover  that  184,  of  the  187  marriages,  which  Mr.  Bridges 
boasted  of  having  solemnized  in  the  parish  of  Manchester,  but  which 
in  fact  prove  to  have  been  only  140,  were  all  celebrated  by  him,  at 
one  time,  in  or  about  the  month  of  February,  1823,  just  as  he  must 
have  received  Mr.  Wilberforce's  Appeal,  and,  to  furnish  a  reply  to 
whom,  he  found  tha!  he  must  have  a  batch  of  marriages  got  up.  In  the 
parish  of  St.  Ann's,  of  which  Mr.  Bridges  is  now  the  incumbent,  only 
five  marriages  have  taken  place  in  five  years,  though  the  population  is 
25,000.  ■   - 

'■).  Nevis.  In  a  population  of  9,500  slaves,  five  marriages  have  taken 
place  between  slaves,  and  three  where  one  party  was  a  slave  and  the 
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ulher  (rvx.     There  is  in  llus    Island  no  law  aulhurizui^  or   ^unL■llOlMllg 
marriage. 

lU.  St.  Chnstopher's.  In  this  Island  there  is  no  law  authorizing  mar- 
riage. The  slave  population  amounts  to  nearly  .10,000.  Eiohteen 
marriages  have  taLeu  place  among  them  in  tive  years. 

11.  St.  Vtncftit's.  The  slave  population  amounts  to  24,000.  Folr 
marriages  have  taken  place  among  them  in  Hve  years.  Until  the  year 
1820,  a  \^.v^  existed  in  this  Island,  aolually  prohibiting  the  marriage  of  a 
sUtc  with  a  free  person,  under  a  penalty  on  the  otHiiating  clergyman  of 
£50.  and  on  the  free  person  of  £'200.  or  slavery  for  four  vtrars.  This 
strange  and  whimsical  enactment,  marking  the  hostility  of  the  St.  \'m- 
cenl's  legislators  to  all  but  illicit  connections,  was  superseded  bv  their 
•Act  of  lti20;  but  it  was  not  till  December  1825,  that  the  marriage  of 
slaves  received  any  legislative  recognition.  It  was  then  authorized,  but 
under  grievous  restrictions.  The  marriage  can  only  be  solemnized  by  a 
CUrgyvian  of  the  established  Church,  and  he  must  be  satisfied  that  the 
parties  understand  the  marriage-vow.  What  nation  is  there  so  savage 
on  the  face  of  the  earth,  the  English  Slave  Colonies  excepted,  where  the 
population  does  not  understand  the  nature  of  the  marriage  engagement? 
This  is  a  proof  of  the  same  ill-concealed  hostility  to  rharriage,  which 
formerly  reduced  to  slavery  a  freeman  who  married  a  slave. 

The  clerijyman  of  St.  Vincent's,  Mr.  Lansdown  Gilding,  apologizes 
for  the  small  number  of  marriages  on  the  ground  of  his  previous  want  of 
authority  to  perform  the  ceremony.  He  complains  too  of  interlopers. 
It  seems  a  grievous  oflence  in  his  eyes,  that  "vast  numbers  of  slaves 
have  been  clandestinely  married  by  .Methodist  preachers,"  and  have  not 
yet  applied  to  him  to  be  remarried.  It  wuuld  appear  as  if  he  actually 
regarded  the  .Methodist  preachers  as  otienders,  because  they  had  exerted 
themselves  to  check,  among  their  converts,  the  prevailing  habits  of  li- 
centiousness, by  inducing  them  to  form  permanent  connections  under  the 
imposing  sanction  of  a  religious  ceremony.  So  far  from  meriting  blame, 
they  deserve  for  this  the  highest  commendation ;  and  the  St.  Vincent's 
legislature  owe  it  to  the  moral  interests  of  their  island  to  legalize  these 
marriages,  instead  of  leaving  them  to  be  thrown  into  doubt,  by  permit- 
ling  Mr.  Gilding  to  require  the  parties  to  be  remarried  by  him  before 
they  are  to  be  considered  as  man  and  wit'e. 

12.  Tubntjo.  There  is  no  law  authorizing  the  marriage  of  slaves  in 
this  IslalM,  and,  m  point  of  fact,  no  such  marriage  has  ever  taken  place 
there.     Its  slave  population  amounts  to  about  14.(mj0. 

13  .Tortola.  The  return  from  this  island  is  to  precisely  the  same 
effect  with  that  from  Tobago. 

14.  Tnnidad.  The  slave  population  of  this  island  amounts  to  23,000. 
The  Order  lu  Council  of  1  h-.>4  Ugahzed  the  marriage  of  slates  ;  but  the 
fruit  of  thai  order  has  hitherto  been  very  small.  Elkvev  marriages  have 
followed  it,  there  hating  b^en  only  one  previously.  Of  these  eleren  mar- 
riagej.  nine  have  been  celebrate<l  by  the  .Meihodrst  -Missionary,  two  by 
the  Catholic  Cure,  and  not  one  by  the  Church  of  England  clergyman. 

Is  it  necessary  to  add  a  word  to  this  striking  exempliHcation  of  the 
state  of  West  Indian  society  and  West  Indian  morals  ^  Is  (here  in  the 
known  world  any  thing  to  be  compared  to   the   profligacy  of  manners 
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xvhich  it  discloses  ?  Nor  is  the  absence  of  riglit  feeling  which  these  state- 
nients  evince,  notwithstanding  the  discussions  of  forty  years'  duration 
by  which  the  Colonists  have  been  cqmpelled  to  consider  the  question, 
more  remarkable  than  the  absolute  indiflerence  they  manifest  to  the  be- 
nefits connected  with  an  increase  of  the  slave  population.  "  It  is  the 
interest  of  the  Planters,"  we  are  told,  "  to  treat  their  slaves  well,  and 
therefore  they  do  treat  them  well."  Such  is  the  reasoning  by  which 
the  people  of  England  are  deluded.  Is  it  not  then  the  interest  of  the 
Planters  that  their  slaves  should  increase?  If  it  be,  is  not  marriage 
essential  to  that  object?  But,  what  has  their  all-powerful  sense  of 
interest,  to  which  so  much  is  attributed,  done  to  promote  marriage 
among  their  slaves?  With  what  extreme  reluctance  do  they  even  now 
consent  to  enactments  for  that  purpose,  and  what  a  multiplicity  of 
restrictions  do  they  impose  upon  it?  What  can  more  clearly  shew 
the  light  in  which  the  whites  view  the  negro  race,  than  this  extra- 
ordinary, nay  almost  morbid  repugnance  to  raise  them  from  the  de- 
basement of  a  sexual  intercourse  resembling  that  of  brutes,  (not- 
withstanding the  depopulation  produced  by  it,)  to  the  enjoyment  of 
the  charities  of  domestic  life  ?  And  does  not  this  very  fact  solve 
to  us  much  oT  the  mystery  whicli  would  otherwise  hang  over  <be 
whole  of  the  Slavery  question ;  while  it  proves  the  absolute  hopeless- 
ness of  any  effectual  reform  proceeding  from  the  Colonial  autho- 
rities? Among  the  White  community  of  the  West  Indies;  and,  we 
admit,  it  would  be  precisely  the  same  with  any  community,  placed  in 
the  same  unfortunate  circumstances  with  theirs;  there  exists  an  invincible 
dislike  of  everv  measure  which  goes  to  lessen  the  moral  and  intellectual 
distance  between  themselves  and  the  dependent  negro,  o^to  produce 
an  approximation  in  their  social,  civil,  or  political  rights.  This 
state  of  feeling  is  curiously  illustrated  in  almost  every  page  of  the 
writings  of  that  most  zealous  of  all  the  advocates  of  the  Slave  System, 
Major  Moody  ;  and  with  his  usual  inverted  mode  of  reasoning,  he  em- 
ploys it  to  shew,  not  that  Parliament  should  interfere  to  correct  the  evil, 
but  that  the  negroes  are  doomed  to  remain  for  ever  an  inferior  and  de- 
graded caste  ;  in  short  to  be  foi  ever  slaves.  7'he  prejudice  he  assumes  to 
be  invincible  and  its  cure  hopeless,  so  long  as  their  colour  and  their  smell 
are  unchanged.  And  is  not  the  very  existence  of  this  prejudice  an  un- 
answerable argument  against  entrusting  to  the  men  who  entertain  it, 
the  reform  of  their  own  negro  code?  We  do  not  deny  that  the  Colo- 
nists would  be  content  to  admit  of  many  ameliorations  in  the  treatment 
of  the  slave,  of  a  kind  similar  to  those  which  might  take  place  in  the 
treatment  of  their  cattle.  But  from  every  measure  which  would  tend 
to  raise  him  in  the  scale  of  being  to  iheir  own  level ;  which  would  give 
him  equal  legal  rights  ;  which  would  confer  on  him  a  social  and  civil 
as  well  as  a  merely  animal  existence;  which  would  make  him  a  partici- 
pator in  their  intellectual  pursuits,  and  in  their  deathless  hopes,  they 
shrink  (and  in  this  view  of  the  subject  the  report  of  Major  Moody  bears 
us  out)  with  a  kind  of  instinctive  abhorrence,  with  a  sensitiveness 
similar  to  that  with  which  tlx^  inhabitant  of  the  lordly  mansion  shrinks 
from  intercommunion  willi  wretchedness  and  rags,  with  filth  and  beg- 
gar}.    We  lierc  speak  not  ol  a  few  enlightened  and  humane  proprietors, 
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but  uflhe  mass  ofColuuial  residents. — Uul  it  may  be  >.ud,  "  if  you  uU- 
mil  that  the  mass  of  the  Colonists  are  actuated,  iu  these  teeliu^s.  just  aa 
all  other  nu-u  would  be  actuated  (who  at  least  are  not  iiiHuenced  by 
Christian  priiici^de,  and  do  not  leel  that  the  soul  of  a  nei^ro  is  as  valu- 
able Ai  the  soul  ol"  a  white,)  why  loail  the  Colonists  with  reproach 
and  obloijuy  on  that  account?  The  censure  ought  to  fall  not  on  the 
Colonists  but  on  the  circumstances  io  which  they  are  unhappily  placed." 
— In  reply,  we  will  jjo  still  farther  than  the  objector  and  say,  that  the  Co- 
lonists are  not  half  so  much  to  blame,  in  the  conduct  they  pursue  to- 
wards the  nt-.;ro  race,  as  the  lepislaturo  of  Great  Briiaiu  is,  wlio  refuse 
to  interfere  to  prevent  by  their  irresistible  tiat,  what  is,  and  without  its 
interference  ever  must  be,  the  natural  and  almost  necessary  result  of  the 
relative  circumstances  of  the  master  and  slave  ; — who  vainly  expect 
that,  in  such  circumstances,  the  former  should  discharge  with  fidelity 
and  impartiality  the  high  legislative  functions  assigned  to  hira  ; — who 
in  short,  confide  the  destinies  of  the  slaves  to  those  who,  in  the  em- 
phatic lansruaffe  of  Mr.  Canning  "  cannot  execute  that  trust  fairly;" 
"  Whose  laws  can  never  reach,  can  never  cure  the  evil;  there  being 
something,  as  the  same  great  statesman  has  well  remarked,  ''in  the  very 
nature  of  absolute  authority,  in  the  relation  between  master  and  slave, 
which  makes  desputmm,  in  .^ll  cases  and  under  all  circumbtauces,  an 
incompetent  and  unsure  executor  even  of  its  oun  provmuns  in  favour  of 
the  objects  of  its  power." 

II.    SePAR.^TION    of    F.4MILIES. 

1.  Bahama.  The  Slave  Act  of  this  island,  passed  in  I8"24,  (clause  6) 
forbids  the  separation,  by  sale  of  any  kind  whether  private  or  judicial, 
or  by  bequest,  of  husband  and  wife,  or  reputed  husband  and  wife,  and 
their  children  under  fourteen  years  of  age,  provided  they  belong  to  the 
same  owners.  No  means  are  given  of  tracing  whether,  in  the  e.xporta- 
tions  which  have  taken  place  to  other  Colonies,  or  in  the  sales  by  the 
Marshal  of  slaves  seized  in  execution,  this  law  has  been  faithfully  ob- 
served. 

2.  Barbadoet.  It  is  not  stated  whether  there  be  in  Barbadoes  any  law 
to  prevent  the  separation  of  families.  It  is  clear  however,  that  there  is 
noL 

In  these  papers  is  contained  a  Return  of  forty-four  persons  escheated 
to  the  Crown,  in  this  Island,  from  1821  to  1825  inclusive,  which  dis- 
closes some  curious  particulars. 

A  negro  of  the  name  of  John  Thomas  Atherlev,  had  purchased  his 
owm  freedom,  and  had  also  succeeded  in  redeeming  his  wife  and  four 
children  from  Slavery,  by  the  fruits  of  his  own  industry;  when  he  died. 
Though  he  had  been  able  to  pay  their  owner  the  price  of  their  manu- 
mission, he  had  not  been  able,  before  his  death,  to  pay  the  enormous 
'^  tax,  which,  in  Barbadoes.  was  impKjsed  on  manumissions  ;  and  he  had 
omitted  to  make  a  will.  His  wife  and  children,  therefore,  were  regarded 
as  hiB  own  slaves,  and  as  such,  he  having  no  legal  heirs,  were  escheated 
to  the  Q-jwn.  And  they  would  infallibly  have  been  sold  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Crown,  but  for  the  interposition  of  a  benevolent  individual,  who 
made  such  representations,  on  the  subject,  to  his  Majesty's  (luvtrnmert 
ut  home,  as  produced,  at  first,  a  buspension  of  their  sale,  and  afterwards. 
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UiL'ir  entire  liberation.  Tlipse  poor  creatures,  however,  alter  all  tlicir  fears 
and  suftbiings,  wore  made  to  pay  the  Iieavv  expenses  attending  the  ces- 
sion of  their  liberty,  as  well  as  the  finding  of  his  Majesty  s  title  to  them. 
Is  it  possible  to  conceive  a  more  crwel  case  than  this  would  have  been, 
under  the  operation  of  the  laws  of  Barl)ad()('s,  but  for  the  intervention  of 
the  Government? — There  occurs  one  other  case  of  manumission  liy  an 
order  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  'I'reasury  ;  and  in 
the  case  of  eighteen  more,  their  fate  is  svispendcd  till  his  Majesty's  plea- 
sure shall  be  taken.  Surelv  it  cannot  be  a  matter  of  doubt,  what  that 
pleasure  will  be. — All,  however,  of  these  escheats  have  not  been  so  for- 
tunate as  to  have  their  case  made  known  to  the  Government ;  and  the 
following  statement  of  the  sales  of  individuals,  for  the  brvefit  of  hia 
Majesty,  will  be  read  with  pain  and  disgust  by  every  loyal  mind. 

On  the  7lh  of  August.  1823,  nineteen  individuals  became  escheats  of 
the  Crown  ;  and  in  eleven  days  from  that  time,  namely,  on  the  IStli  of 
August,  18"23,  they  were  all  sold  bv  public  auction,  with  the  exception 
of  two  who  effected  their  escape,  and  the  net  proceeds  of  their  sale  were 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  Great  Britain.  The  transaction,  bad  enough 
in  itself,  will  be  in  no  small  degree  aggravated,  when  we  consider  all 
the  circumstances  of  it,  and  especially  the  cruel  separation  of  families 
which  VFas  sanctioned  by  the  agents  of  the  Crown.  The  folio-wing  are 
the  particulars  of  this  opprobrious  sale,  as  they  are  given  under  the  ofii- 
cial  signature  of"  Lionel  Paike,  Receiver  General  of  his  Majesty's 
Casual  Revenue." 

1.  Qiiow,  aged  55,  father  of  Coesar,  sold  to  Thomas  Louisul'or  £45. 

2.  Ctesar,  aged  27,  son  of  Quow,  to  Samuel  Henery,  for  i90. 

3.  Orange,  aged  67,  motlier  of  October,  to  B.  T.  Young,  for  £5. 

4.  October,  aged  44,  son  of  Orange,  to  C.  Crouch,  for  £46. 

5.  Abfl,  aged  49,  husband  of  Lubbah,  and  father  of  Thomas,  Kilty, 
and  Becky,  sold  to  Henry  Tudor,  for  £32.  10s. 

6.  Lubbah,  aged  40,  wife  of  Abel,  and  mother  of  his  children,  sold 
also  to  Henry  Tudor,  for  £3S.  She  ap[)ears  to  have  been  put  up  sepa- 
rately, and  IVir.  Tudor  appears  to  have  bid  high  in  order  to  obtain  her. 

7.  Thomas,  aged  16,  son  of  Abel  and  Lubbah,  sold  to  H.  Mozelv, 
for  £51. 

8.  Kitty,  aged  13,  daughter  of  Abel  and  Lubbah,  to  Joshua  Levi, 
for  £46.  fOs. 

9.  Becky,  acred  6,  daughter  of  Abel  and  Lubbah,  to  Mr.Alsup,  for  £98. 
Again,  Deborah,  Sukey,  Betsey,  Polly,    and    Thomas,   are  brothers 

and  sisters.     Sukey  has  "one  child,  Betsey  three,  and  Polly  one.     They 
are  thus  disposed  of, 

10.  Deborah,  aged  28,  i*  sold  to  W.  Striker,  for  £15. 

1,     ei  1  ^r-         1         ri       AX'ir  T  are  sold,  in  one  lot , 

11.  Sukey,  aged  26,  mother  of  Jas.AVilham,     }    ^^  Thomas  Howell, 

12.  James  William,  aged  U,,  son  of  Sukey,       I     r     £^| 

13.  Betsey,    aged    34,   mother   of   Caroline,  ^^.^  sold,  in  one  lot, 
Grace,  and  Medorah, i^   ^^  j^^^^s  Lealtcd. 

14.  Caroline,  aged  4,  dau-hter  of  Betsey,       •  (    f  £^q 

15.  Grace,  aged  2L  daughter  of  Betsev,         .J 

ir,.   Medorah,  aged' 9,  dauglitcr  of  Betsey,  is  sold  to  William  Auslin, 
ior  £.51.  1U.>. 
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17.  Thomas,  ugtci  15,  brollier  of  Deborah,  Sukey,  &c.  is  sold  <<• 
John  Siraker,  for  £52.  \0s. 

The  fuU?  ol'  the  remaining  iwo  is  the  only  part  ot"  the  detail  wIikIi  i» 
^t  all  satisfactory. 

18.  Folly,  aged  ii9,  luuther  of  Richard,     -      .  I  absconded,  and  can- 

19.  Richard,  a^jed  1  1,  son  of  I'oily,  •      •  >    "ol  he  found. 

The  price  at  which  these  persons  were  sold  is  stated  in  Barbadois 
currency,  and  aniuMiils  to  £tJ<.)«,  or  about  ilul  sterhiig.  How  much  ol 
this  monev,  after  pussio'^  through  the  liaiids  of  tscheators,  Receivers, 
.Nlarshals,  (ounsiel,  .Altorneva,  Ac.  cuine  into  the  Royal  Treasury  of 
Cireal  Britain,  we  should  be  curious  to  know.  It  is  the  price  of  blood, 
and  we  trust  will  not  rest  there  without  inquisition.  NVhal  is  it  but  a 
Slave  Trade,  more  distjraceful  than  even  that  of  Africa,  by  which  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  has  been  made  to  enrich  himself,  at  the  rate  of 
£10.  or  ±To.  a  head,  if  so  much,  by  the  sale,  into  perpetual  .Slavery,  of 
seventeen  of  his  liege  subjects,  whose  dearest  ties  have  been  burst 
asunder  by  the  process  !• 

3.  Berbice.  There  is  no  law  prohibiting  the  separation  of  families  ; 
but  it  is  asserted  to  be  the  universal  usage  not  to  separate  them,  espe- 
cially in  Marshal's  sales.  ^. 

4.  Demerara.  The  same  return. 

5.  Dirmmica.  There  i*  a  clause  (the  64th,)  in  an  Act  of  May  •'Jlh, 
1803,  which  directs  the  ^farsilal  to  put  up  and  sell  slaves,  one  by  one, 
except  where  a  child  under  the  age  of  fifteen  years  is  to  be  sold,  which 
shall  be  sold  with  the  mother  of  such  child,  i/"  there  be  a  motlier  to  be 
sold. 

b.  Grenada.  A  clause  (the  50lh,)  in  the  Act  of  ImJo,  forbids  the 
Marshal,  but  without  attaching  any  penally  to  his  disobedience,  to  sell, 
in  execution,  any  married  slave,  or  any  unmarried  female  slave,  having  a 
fluid  under  twelve,  belonging  to  the  same  owner,  unless  they  shall  be 
sold  to  the  same  person,  and  if  sold  separate;  the  sale  shall  be  null  and 
Toid.  This  enactment  excludes  rqjuted  husbands  and  wives,  though 
having  large  families,  from  the  benetits  of  its  exemption  ;  and  consi- 
dering that  scarcely  any  marriages  of  jlaves  have  taken  place  in  Gre- 
nada, this  does  in  fact  exclude  the  whole  slave  population  from  these 
benefits.  Besides,  the  exemption  is  wholly  contined  to  sales  in  exe- 
cution, and  leaves  private  sales  to  proceed  according  to  the  caprice  ot 
the  owner. 

7.  Honduras.  No  faw  exists  rendering  the  separation  of  husband 
and  v*ife,  parents  or  children  unlawful,  but  custom  is  said  to  prtihibit 
the  separation  of  mothers  from  children  under  the  age  of  maturity. 

8.  Jamaica.  '*  1  am  not  aware,"  says  tlje  Duke  of  Manchester,  "  ot 
mny  law  by  which  the  seperatioo  of  husband  and  wife,  or  of  parents  and 

)  children,    by    sale    or  oinerwise,    is   rendered    unlawful.'    Accordingly, 
innumerable  intancei  occa»  of  such  separations. 

9.  Svvu 1      There    appears    to    be    no    law    in    these 

10.  St.  (""Arii/op/jCT-'s,  J- I.sland*    prohibiting    the    5^paration    ot     ta- 
1  1.    Tor  toil,  ■        )  milies. 

12.  'J'ohaijo.  It  is  prohibited  to  sell  children  under  fourteen  years  ot 
»ge  apart  from  llnir  mothen. 

13.  St.   Vmcfn^i.    There  ap|K.ar5  no  law  ol  this  I -.land  on  the  subicct 
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14.  Trinidad.  The  Order  in  Council  prohibits  tlif  separation  of 
families  only  by  judicial  sale,  leaving  it  to  the  caprice  of  the  individual 
to  reg^ulate  his  private  sales. 

In  concluding  this  head,  let  us  again  carefully  note  the  spirit  of  Colo- 
nial legislation,  as  exemplified,  not  only  in  the  brutality  of  the  sexual  in- 
tercourse which  has  so  long  been  preferred  to  tlie  marriage  tie,  but  in 
the  reckless  indifference  with  which,  in  the  case  of  the  negro,  that  legis- 
lation has  left  every  tie  to  be  burst  asunder,  and  has  assimilated  human 
beingS;  born  in  the  image  of  God,  and  possessing  natural  affections  as 
ardent  as  our  own,  as  mere  chattels,  to  the  beasts  that  perish. 

III.  Pauperism. 

1.  Bahamas,  The  only  establishment  in  the  Bahamas,  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor,  appears  to  be  an  hospital  or  poorhouse.  The  expense 
attending  it  amounts  to  from  £1,400,  to  £1,G00  a  year,  but  the  items 
of  the  expenditure  are  not  given,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed,  that  the 
greatest  part  of  it  consists  in  salaries  to  the  superintendanis  and  ser- 
vants of  the  establishment;  because  an  equal  sum  appears  to  be  spent 
in  1825,  when  there  were  only  ten  patients  in  the  hospital,  and  in  1823, 
when  there  were  forty-eight.  The  number  passing  through  the  hos- 
pital in  five  years  amounted  to  141,r,'?r. — Seventy-four  free  blacks 
and  coloured  persons,  and  sixty-five  whites;  being,  on  the  average, 
fifteen  free  persons  and  thirteen  whites.  The  number  of  free  blacks  and 
persons  of  colour  is  about  2400,  of  whites  about  half  that  number. 

2,  Barbadocs.  The  following  is  the  average  annual  number  of  pau- 
pers, supported  in  nine  different  parishes  of  this  island,  as  given  in  the 
Returns  from  1824  to  1821,  inclusive,  the  Returns  from  St.  James  and 
tSt.  Philip  being  wholly  omitted,  viz. 


St.  Lucy, 

63. 

St.  Peter, 

96. 

vSt.  Thomas, 

77. 

St.  Joseph, 

18. 

St.  John, 

65, 

Christ  Church, 

130. 

St.  Andrew, 

86. 

St.  Michael's, 

401. 

St.  Geor2:e, 

62. 

In  all  998  paupers,  all  of  whom,  with  a  single  exception,  arc  white. 
The  parish  returns  in  general  express  that  there  are  ?w  free  blacks  or 
coloured  persons  who  receive  relief.  The  parish  of  St.  Michael  is  the 
only  exception,  and  there,  relief  is  afforded  to  one  woman  of  colour. 
From  one  parish,  St.  Peter's,  the  return  is  that  "  there  are  no  free 
coloured  paupers;"  from  another,  St.  Joseph's,  "  that  no  instance  of  a 
free  black  or  coloured  person  being  relieved  by  the  parish,"  has  oc- 
curred. The  return  from  Christ  Church,  states  that,  "  at  any  time  that 
free  coloured  persons  require  relief,  it  is  granted  from  the  parish  ;"  but 
no  instance  is  recorded  of  its  having  been  required  or  granted.  In  one 
parish,  indeed,  St.  George's,  an  endeavour  is  made  to  represent  the  an- 
nuity paid,  by  law,  as  interest  on  the  sums  exacted  as  a  lax  on  manumis- 
sions, in  the  light  of  parish  relief;  and  thirty-six  free  black  and  coloured 
persons  are  named,  who  thus  receive  relief.  But  this  is  nothing  nu -f 
than  a  clumsy  attempt  at  imposition,  the  sums  j)ai(l   aunuully  by  tUf 
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palish  in  these  cases  being  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  life  annuity, 
eontracteil  to  be  given  in  consideration  of  the  heavy  imposts  exacted  tor 
luainiraisbions,   iiz.  8  per  cent,  (^being  £i  [>er  annum,)  when    the   tax 
was  ioO — or  6  per  cent,   (being   i"12   and  1"18  per  annum,)  when  the 
tax  reached  the  enormcus  sum  of  £200  and  £J00. — Nothing  can  more 
•urcibly  shew  thai  the  ol>jeCt  of  the   Barbadoes  legiblature  was  to  dis- 
courage and   retard  manumissions  than  the  facts  now  before  us.     Not 
a  free  black  or  coloured  pauper,  with  one  solitary  exception,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  whole  Island  of  Barbadoes.     The  pretence,  therefore,  for 
this  tax,  that  it  was  to  save  the  island   from  llie  pressure  of  the  pau- 
perism, with  which  the   insuperable   indolence   and  profligacy   of  the 
enfranchised    negro,  on    his    deliverance   from    slavery   and    its    cart- 
whip,  must   soon   overspread   the   Island,  was   a  pretence  wholly  un- 
founded, and  which  nuisl  have  been  known  by  those  who  employed  it 
to  be  so.      Nay,  so  far  was  this  plan   from   being  burdensome  to  the 
[sland,  that,  calculating  the  average  length  of  human  life,  it  must  have 
been  a  gainer  by  these  payments,  a  most  inadequate  annuity  being  given 
in  return.     And  yet,  how  remarkable  is   it  that,  with  the  exception  of 
this  annuity,    cfn  annuity    wliich   lasts  only  during  the  life  of  the   Hrst 
payee  of  it,  and  does  not  extend  to  his  offspring  who  might  be  consi- 
dered as  more  likely  to  need  it,  there  is,  at  this  moment,  in  the  ■whole 
Island,  but  one  solitary  free  black  or  person  of  colour,  who  is  a  burden 
on  the  colonial  funds  I'ur  the   relief  of  the   poor;  while  the  number  of 
white  paupers  (taking  the  two  omitted  parishes  at  tilty  each)  amounts 
to  109S.     We  wish  that  Major  Moody  would  exert  all  llie  acuteness 
of  his  philosophy  to  reconcile  this  phenomenon  with  his  theory  of  the 
indispensable  necessity  of  slavery  and  its  cartwhip,  to  the  comfort  and 
improvement  ot  the  African  race  in  the  low  lands  of  tro[ncal  climates. 
Barbadoes  is  a  tropical  climate,  and  its  land  is  low,  and,  what  is  still 
more  to  the  point.  Us  population  is  dense ;  and  yet  its   free  black  and 
coloured  inhabitants,  amounting   to   at   least  4000  or  5000,   maintain 
themselves  by  their  own  exertions,  and  are  even  growing  in  wealth  and 
civilization,  though  placed  under  circumstances  of  extreme  political  and 
civil  degradation.     They  pay,  too,  their  fair  share  of  the  burdens  of  the 
state ;  and  they  do  not  in  any  way  add  to  those  burdens. — A  fact  well 
authenticated  is  worth  a  thousand  arguments.     Here  then  is  a  fact,  be 
it  physical  or  be  it  moral,  (we  leave  it  to  the  logical  skill  ot  Major 
Moody  to  settle  the  point,)  which    frowns  fearfully  in  the  lace  of  his 
theory.     It  will  be  an  etiort  worthy  of  his  ingenuity  to  twist  from   it 
an  inference  which  will   prop  up,  even  for  a  brief  space,  his  system  of 
the  philosophy  of  labour  ;    a  svstem,  indeed,  which  is  already  falling  by 
its   own    native  weight   and   tortuous  construction,  before  one   serious 
attack  has  as  yet  been  made  upon  it. 

It  has  been  round  exceedingly  ditficultto  obtain  an  accurate  return, 
tVom  all  the  parishes  of  Barbadoes,  of  the  white  and  the  free  black  and 
coloured  population,  but  the  probable  estimate  of  these  classei  seems  to 
Le  about  14,500  white?,  and  4,500  t'ree  black  and  coloured  persons. 

3.  lierLtce.  The  white  population  of  this  Colony  appears  to  amount 
to  about  600,  the  free  blatkand  coloured  to  900.  'llie  funds  for  the  relief 
of  the  [Kior  arise,  in  great  [)arr,  from  taxes  on  maiuimissiou.      In  l^'^'^ 
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the  expenditure  appcnvs  to  have  been  as  follows  :  for  seventeen  while 
persons,  (;uildeis  4,1'}9.  10;  for  two  free  persons  of  colour,  guilders 
534.  16;  beinc;  for  the  whites  above  £300  sterling,  and  for  the  free 
persons  of  colour  under  £40. 

4.  Drmcrara.  The  free  black  and  coloured  population  of  this  Co- 
lony amounts  to  4,727  ;  the  whites,  it  is  supposed,  to  not  above  half 
that  number.  The  number  of  the  latter,  who  are  pensioners  on  the 
poor  fund,  on  the  average  of  five  years,  app°ars  to  be  fifty-one  ;  of  free 
black  and  coloured  persons  twenty-six.  Besides  this,  there  is  occa- 
sional relief  given  to  both  classes,  in  the  proportion  of  about  three  to 
one  ;  that  is  to  say,  the  white  paupers  receive,  in  this  way,  an  aggregate 
amount,  wliich  is  about  three  times  as  much  as  is  paid  to  paupers  of  the 
other  class.  The  accounts,  however,  are  far  from  being  clear  and  dis- 
tinct ;  sufficiently  so,  however,  to  shew  that,  while  the  free  black  and 
coloured  population  is  probably  double  that  of  the  whites,  the  portion 
of  relief  they  receive  does  not  amount  to  more  than  one  half— allhough 
in  those  five  years  the  poor  fund  derived,  from  that  most  unjust  and 
oppressive  tax,  a  tax  on  manumissions,  no  l^css  than  "20,400  guilders, 
or  nearly  £1,500  sterling. 

5.  Dominica.  The  white  population  of  Dominica  is  estimated  at 
about  900  ;  the  free  black  and  coloured  population  was  ascertained  in 
182.5  to  amount  to  3122.  During  the  five  years,  ending  in  Nov.  1825, 
thirty  of  the  former  class  had  received  relief  from  the  poor  fund,  and  only 
ten  of  the  latter;  the  amount  paid  to  the  lallcr  being  £1110,  to  the 
former  £3792  ;  so  that  we  find  only  one  third  of  the  number  of  paupers 
in  a  population  of  free  black  and  coloured  persons  which  is  considera- 
bly more  than  three  times  as  numerous  as  the  whites  ;  thus  making  the 
proportion  about  one  to  nine. 

f).  Grenada.  This  Colony  furnishes  a  still  more  striking  exemplifica- 
tion of  the  independence  of  the  free  black  and  coloured  population 
than  even  Dominica.  They  amounted  in  1825  to  3486.  The  last 
census  of  the  whites  in  1820  gave  their  number  883,  and  there  is  rea- 
son to  suppose  that  they  may  have  diminished  rather  than  increased 
since  that  time.  During  the  five  years  in  question,  the  expense  of  the 
Colony  hospital,  -which  alone  appears  to  give  relief  to  paupers,  was 
about  £"2640  currency,  or  £1320  sterling,  being  at  the  average  rate  of 
£264  sterling  per  annum,  and  even  this  includes  the  salaries  of  oflficers, 
the  treasurer  having  £50  sterling  a  year.  But  it  does  not  appear  that 
any  part  of  this  small  sum  was  applied  to  the  relief  of  free  blacks 
or  persons  of  colour. 

7.  Honduras.  This  small  Colony  furnishes  a  further  striking  proof 
of  the  utter  groundlessness  of  those  allegations,  which  are  sounded, 
from  mouth  to  mouth,  throughout  the  whole  Colonial  party  with 
Major  Moody  at  their  head.  The  white  population  of  Honduras  is 
returned,  in  1824,  as  amounting  only  to  150,  the  free  black  and 
coloured  population,  to  1750,  (see  letter  of  Capt.  M'Lean,  House  of 
Commons  papers,  18th  of  .June,  1824,  No.  439)  being  about  twelve 
times  as  numerous  as  the  whites.  The  return  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Colony  is,  that  "  there  arc  no  funds  raised  in  Honduras,  for  the 
t^ujiport  of  the  poor,  there  being   so  very  few  persons  who  are  literally 
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ia  diilrM*  from  poverty  :  but  siafi  a'*  are  so,  are  readily  relieved  by 
ihc  Mj  MStratcrs,  and  iiiuiiies  allowed  llicin  from  the  puLilic  funds  of  the 
seiilrnicnt."  I  he  number  of  free  persons  thus  relieved,  has  varied  in 
five  veara,  from  f)  to  8,  ei^ht  beinjj  the  largest  number,  at  an  expense 
of  about  ill'O  sterling  annually.  There  ap()ear  to  have  been  only 
two  white  paupers  iu  the  Colony,  wiih  the  exception  of  the  Poyais 
iraigrmts,  for  whom,  a  bum  of  about  £4000  currency  was  disbursed 
from  the  public  treasury. 

8.  Jarnatca.  I'his  I&land  it  supposed  to  contain  about  '20,000 
whites,  and  about  double  that  number  of  free  black  and  coloured 
j^ersoni.  The  return  of  paupers  from  eighteen  of  its  parishes  (those 
of  Kingston,  St.  lliomas  in  the  Vale,  and  St.  Dorothy's  bcing^  omitted,) 
exhibit  the  average  number  of  white  paupers  to  be  295,  of  black  and 
coloured  paupers  \4H  ;  the  proportion  of  white  paupers  to  those  of 
the  other  class,  according  to  the  whole  population  of  each,  being  as 
four  to  one.  The  payments  made  to  the  whites  are  also  very  con- 
siderably larger  in  amount,  in  proportion  to  the  number  relieved,  than 
those  made  to  the  black  coloured  paupers.* 

9.  Xci-is.  The  white  population  of  this  Colony  is  estimated  at  about 
800,  the  tVee  black  and  coloured  population  at  about  iSOf).  The 
number  of  white  paupers  receiving  relief  is  stated  to  be  'J5,  that  of  the 
other  class  '2  ;  being  in  the  proportion  to  that  of  the  whites  of  one  to 
twenty  eight. 

10.  St.  Christopher's.  We  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  white, 
and  the  free  coloured  population  of  this  Island.  The  average  number  of 
white  paupers  appears  to  be  11  >.  of  black  and  coloured  paupers,  14, 
although  there  is  no  doabt  that  the  population  of  the  latter  class, 
oTeatly  outnumbers  that  of  the  former. 

11.  St.  YincenCs.  The  white  population  of  this  Island  is  stated,  in 
1825,  to  be  I.JOl  ;  the  free  black  and  coloured  population  2824. 
"  We  have  never  had,"  says  Sir  C.  Brisbane,  the  Governor.  "  any 
poor's  rate  or  other  taxes  levied  for  the  sup}jort  of  the  poor.  The  Jew 
paupers  (always  wmhe)  who  occasionally  resort  hither,  are  generally 
supported  from  the  town  funds." 

12.  Tobago.  Neither  the  white,  nor  the  free  black  and  coloured 
population  of  this  Island  is  given.  But  the  point  is  of  small  im- 
j>ortauce,  as  the  Governor,  Sir  F.  P.  Robinson,  informs  Lord  Balhurst, 
thai  "there  is  no  fund  for  assisting  paupers  in  this  Colony,  except 
that  of  the  Church,"  (which  does  not  amount  to  sixty  dollars  per 
annum)  "  and  the  reason  is,  that  there  are  no  other  poor  people  who 
require  tliat  kind  of  relief." 

13.  Turtola.  Ia  1825,  the  free  black  and  coloured  population 
amounted  to  HiJ7.  The  whites  are  estimated  at  about  300.  The  number 
of  white  paupers  relieved  appears,  to  be  29 ;  of  black  and  coloured,  4  : 
being  in  the  proportion  of  fourteen  to  one. 

14.  Trintdad.  The  white  population  of  this  Island  is  about  3500 ; 
that  of  free  black  and  coloured  persons  amounts  to  about  15,000. 
The  Treasurer  of  the  Island  reports,  that  no  funds  have  been  raised  m 
this  Colony  for  the  support  of  the  poor. 

In  *hort,  in  a  population  of  free  blacks  and  people  of  c  olour,  amount- 
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iug  to  fi-om  80,000  to  90,000,  only  229  persons  have  received  any  relief 
however  small,  as  paupers,  being  about  one  in  each  370  persons, 
exhibiting  altogether  an  example  of  ease  and  independence,  not  lo 
be  paralleled  in  any  other  part  of  the  British  Dominions,  or  among 
any  other  class  of  his  Majesty's  subjects.  And  yet  what  says  that 
veracious  writer  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bridges,  on  this  subject  ?  "  The  free 
negro  and  coloured  population  of  these  colonies  are  a  slothful  race, 
living  without  labour  or  means  ;"  they  "  merit  your  commiseration,  and 
should  elicit  your  sympathy."  ♦'  In  age  or  incapacity  they  are  ex- 
posed "  "  without  resource  to  all  the  want  and  misery,  which  close 
a  life  of  unrestrained  indolence,  apathy,  and  vice." 

IV.  Manumissions. 

In  the  five  years  from  1821  to  1825  inclusive,  the  following  manu- 
missions have  taken  place,  viz. — 

1.  In  the  Bahamas,  there  have  beeen  176  manumissions: — there 
is  here  no  tax  payable  upon  them. 

2.  In  Barbadocs,  408  manumissions  have  taken  place  ;  on  seventy 
two  of  which  a  tax  of  £50  was  paid,  and  on  336  of  which  no  tax  was 
paid,  the  parties  having  evaded  it  by  being  manumitted  in  England 
at  an  expense  of  about  seven  pounds ;  a  conveyance  of  them  to  a 
person  in  England  having  been  previously  executed  by  their  owners,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  their  being  manumitted.  The  fee  for  ihose 
on  whom  the  tax  has  been  paid  is  30s. ;  on  the  others,  37s.  Qd. 
Those  for  whom  the  tax  has  been  paid,  are  entitled  to  an  annuity  of 
8  per  cent,  or  £4.  per  annum  for  life  ;  the  others  to  nothing. 

3.  In  Berbice,  the  manumissions  have  been  only  49,  for  which 
taxes  have  been  paid  to  the  extent  of  17,500  guilders,  or  £1250 
sterling, 'resides  a  fee  on  each  of  186  guilders,  or  £13.  5s.  sterling, 
being  altogether  a  tax  of  about  £39.  5$.  on  each  manumission. 

4.  In  Demerara,  the  manumissions  have  been  142,  the  taxes  on 
which  have  amounted  to  20,396  guilders,  or  £1457  sterling,  being  at 
the  rate  of  £1 1  sterling  on  each,  besides  the  fees,  which  are  large. 

5.  In  Dominica,  the  manumissions  have  amounted  to  156,  on  which 
a  tax  has  been  paid  of  £2904  currency,  besides  fees  amounting  to 
£202.  10s.  in  all  £3106.  10s.  currency,  or  £1553.  5s.  sterling,  being  at 
the  rate  of  about  £10.  sterling  each. 

6.  In  Grenada,  the  manumissions  have  been  407,  a  fee  being  paid 
on  each  of  £3.  16s.  and  no  tax. 

8.  In  Honduras,  141  manumissions  have  taken  place,  the  charge 
on  each  being  a  fine  of  two  dollars  and  a  half,  and  no  tax  besides. 
One  man  pays  £250  for  his  freedom,  another  £300,  another,  £225. 
The  father  of  three  cliildren  buys  them  for  £280.  A  man  continuing  a 
slave  himself,  buys  his  wife  for  £100;  another  buys  his  son  for  the 
same  sum  :  several  women  buy  themselves  at  the  rate  of  £100,  and 
one  pays  for  herself  £200. 

8.  In  Jamaica,  the  record  of  manumissions  is  so  confused,  that  it 
is  difficult  to  ascertain  the  precise  number.  In  many  cases  the  par- 
ticulars of  wills  arc  given  directing  certain  sums  to  bo  paid  for  nianii- 
niissions,  but  without    specifying  whether  the  provisjioub  of  these  wills 
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have  been  carried  into  eHVct.  It  is  ifiercfore  a  mutter  of  «loiili(, 
what  the  number  of  n^aiiutnissions  in  tliis  Islaiui  durintj  tlie  live  ytaia 
ill  tiuestioo,  actually  lias  been.  There  is  also  great  iiregularitv  in 
the  tiates  of  the  inamimissions,  many  of  them  beariii;^  thai  of  alnioil 
everv  year  from  1805  lo  1820,  and  some  even  so  distant  u  dale  as 
1706.  In  short,  no  account  could  be  more  ingeniously  contrived  to 
render  all  correct  int'erence  from  il  absolutely  impossible.  The  num- 
ber in  the  live  years  may  be  1500,  or  il  may  be  2900.  A  few  curiotis 
facts  may,  nevertheless,  be  collected  from  it.  One  noble  lord  sells 
Charlotte  and  her  six  children  for  £700.  .Another  noble  lord  sells 
Sarah  tor  1180.;  Mary  Ann,  for  £150.;  and  Eleanor  and  her  child, 
for  £100.  A  wealthy  baronet  sells  a  woman  and  her  four  children  for 
£315. ;  a  man,  for  £200.  ;  four  women,  fur  £.'35.;  and  two  women,  for 
£330.  Another  baronet,  a  member  of  parliament,  sells  a  nioihcr  and 
her  daufjhter  for  £2S0. ;  a  mother  and  two  children,  for  £420.  ;  a  mo- 
ther and  four  children,  for  £3(i0.  ;  and  a  mother  and  two  children, 
for  £185.  One  proprietor  sells  two  women  and  a  child  for  £400;  and 
a  woman,  for  £140.  .Another,  a  member  of  parliament,  sells  two 
Elizas,  one  for  £100.,  the  other  for  £150..  and  John  for  £140.  Ano- 
ther member  of  parliament  sells  Elizabeth  Guy,  for  a  "  new  slave,"  value 
£115.  If  the  word  "  new  slave,"  is  to  be  understood  in  its  ordinary 
acceptation,  it  seems  fit  that  the  Attorney-General  should  emjuirc 
where  such  a  contraband  article  was  obtained. 

Now,  it  is  obvious,  that  in  all  these  cases  the  vendors  of  the  manu- 
mitted slaves,  who  are,  probably  for  the  most  part,  the  mulatto  concu- 
bines and  children  of  wliile  men,  take  advantage  of  the  state  of  the 
law,  to  exact  from  their  keeper  or  parent,  a  far  higher  price  than  tlie 
fair  market  value  of  the  persons  sohl.  It  is  plaui  that  but  foi  this, 
£280  never  could  have  been  obtained  for  a  mother  and  her  daughter, 
or  £420  for  a  mother  and  her  two  daughters.  And  this  will  more 
clearly  appear,  when  we  come,  under  the  next  head,  to  see  what  is  the 
fair  average  value  of  slaves,  when  brought  into  the  market,  and  sold 
at  the  market  price.  The  persons  disposed  of  at  these  enormous 
rates,  if  sold  by  auction,  or  fairly  appraised,  would  not  have  brought 
to  iheir  Tendors,  (we  will  not  suppose  the  cwners  to  be  cognizant  of 
the  matter,)  above  one  third  of  ihe  money  that  has  been  exacted  for 
them.  And  it  might  be  shewn  from  this  very  Return,  that  the 
same  course  is  pursued,  not  only  where  passion  or  aHecliun  may 
be  etl'ectually  wrought  upon  to  submit  to  such  exorbitant  demands, 
but  where  tlie  earnest  desire  of  the  hard  working  slave,  to  ellvcl 
liis  emancipation,  enables  the  master  to  txari  for  his  freedom  doul)lo 
or  treble  the  sum  he  could  procure  for  him  by  appraisement.  On  this 
principle,  we  find  many  male  slaves  paying  for  themselves  £140, 
£200,  and  even  £'250  ;  and  female  slaves  paying  like  prices,  and  one 
CTen  as  much  as  £300  for  liberty.  Now  if  Lord  Bathtirst's  pl.in  of 
compelling  manumissions  lobe  executed  at  a  fair  appraisement  wore  to 
be  adopted,  such  cruel  exactions  would  be  no  longer  possible;  and  hence, 
we  may  presume,  in  part  arises  the  \ioIent  opposition  winch  has  l)een 
excited  to  that  measure,  just  and  merciful  as  it  is,  throuLih  the  West 
Indies.      We  are  confirmed  in  this  \iew  of  the  subject  by  a  letter  wliich 
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appeared  in  a  late  Jamaica  newspaper,  addressed  to  its  Editor,  by  Mr. 
Grossett,  the  Member  of  Parliament,  in  which,  while  he  recommends  a 
prudent  compliance  with  some  of  the  propositions  of  Government,  be 
condemns  this  particular  provision  as  big  with  ruin  to  the  owners  of 
slaves  ;  although  Lord  Bathurst  most  truly  represents  it  as  altogetlier  in- 
dispensable to  the  hope  of  advancing  a  single  step  towards  the  ultimate 
extinction  of  Slavery. 

9.  In  Nevis  fifty-seven  manumissions  have  taken  place. 

10.  In  St.  Christopher's  the  number  of  manumissions  furnished  by 
John  Tyson,  the  Registrar  of  Deeds,  as  occurring  from  1821  to  1825, 
is  262.  But  there  is  an  additional  Return  from  the  Registrar  of  Slaves, 
W.  Thomson,  of  513  manumissions  between  1817  and  1825,  which 
are  not  recorded  by  the  Registrar  of  Deeds,  making  together  775.  The 
remark  of  the  Governor  upon  the  subject  is  to  this  effect.  "  As  the  en- 
tering of  each  manumission  in  the  oflSce  of  the  Registrar  of  Deeds  is 
necessary  to  the  legality  of  the  proceeding,  many  more  persons  are 
actually  manumitted  than  appears  on  the  face  of  the  return  forwarded 
from  that  office ;  and  I  therefore  enclose  a  Return  of  manumissions  as 
furnished  by  the  Registrar  of  Slaves,  by  which  it  will  appear  that  near 
double  the^nuraber  of  slaves  have  been  actually  manumitted  that  are  not 
considered  so  in  the  eye  of  the  law."  This,  however,  is  a  great  grievance, 
and  some  remedy  should  be  forthwith  applied  to  it,  otherwise  these  513 
manumitted  persons,  may,  hereafter,  from  the  want  of  some  required 
formality,  be  reduced  again  to  their  former  cruel  bondage.  And  the 
omission  of  this  formality  is  the  more  remarkable,  as  the  fee  attending 
it  does  not  appear  to  exceed  22s.  6d.  currency,  or  lis.  sterling.  In  this 
island  also  we  find  individual  slaves  forced  to  pay  £100.  £150.  £200. 
and  even  £300.  for  their  redemption,  while  the  average  rate  at  sales  is 
only  £48.  5s.     There  is  now  no  tax  in  this  island  on  manumissions. 

11.  In  St.  Vincent's  the  manumissions  amount  to  389.  The  fee  on 
manumission  is  £8.     There  is  no  tax. 

12.  In  Tobayo  the  Return  extends  only  from  the  1st  January  to  the 
19th  November,  1825,  omitting  the  preceding  four  years  for  which  a  Re- 
turn was  demanded.  The  manumissions  are  only  fifteen  in  number. 
There  is  neither  tax  nor  fee  in  this  Island. 

13.  In  Tortola  there  have  been  101  slaves  manumitted  at  a  cost  for 
fees  of  39s.  each,  of  whom  at  least  eighty  appear  to  have  been  redeemed 
by  themselves  or  their  parents. 

14.  In  Trinidad  611  manumissions  have  taken  place,  about  half  of 
which  appear  to  have  been  effected  by  themselves,  or  by  their  parents, 
at  prices  varying  from  £25.  to  £375.  currency.  The  fee  on  each 
manumission  is  £1.  sterling,  and  is  paid  by  the  Treasury  of  the  Island. 
There  is  no  tax. 

V.  Value  or  Sl.wes. 

The  volume  before  us  contains,  among  other  points  of  information,  a 
return  of  the  number  of  slaves  taken  and  sold  in  execution  for  debt,  or 
levied  upon  and  sold  for  taxes,  from  the  Ist  January,  1821,  to  the  31st 
December,  1825,  specifying  age,  sex,  and  price,  and  the  names  of 
vendors  and  purchasers.  The  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  these  details 
wdl  be  found  to  be  important. 
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1.  Bahamas.  Ihe  slaves  sold  iu  cxeculion  in  llns  Klaiid  iiuount  lo 
b7,  and  the  gross  proceeds  of  their  sale  lo  £'2867.  lOi.  currency,  being 
at  the  rate  of  l"42.  Ui».  or  at  the  exchange  of '2U0,  £'2\.  8j.  sterling. 

2.  Barbadoes.  The  sales  iu  execution  in  thjs  Island  consist  of 
IJltislaves,  and  the  proceeds  of  their  sale  amount  lo  i'oJ,188.  IO5.  3<f. 
currency,  bting  at  the  average  rate  for  each  of  £40.  8j.  -\d.  cuncucy,or 
at  the  exchange  of  150,  £27.  sterling.  Of  the  above  1310  slaves,  only 
the  life  estate  of  ninety-one  was  sold.  These,  who,  of  course,  were  all 
females,  brought  £ir)97.  10*.,  or  £18.  12s.  'id.  each,  on  the  average. 
Laying  these  aside,  llie  average  of  the  remaining  1225  would  rise  to  £42. 
currency,  or  £28.  sterling.  In  many  cases  mothers  and  young  children 
are  suld  together,  and  these  appear  to  be  the  only  cases  in  which  re- 
gard is  paid  lo  consanguinity.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  the  slaves,  even 
young  sla^^s,  boys  and  girls,  are  sold  singly. 

3.  Berbice  :  44t)  slaves,  sold  in  execution,  bring  .5(> I, HfiO  guilders, 
or  an  average  of  r2r)0  guilders  for  each,  being  £90.  sterling. 

4.  Demerara  :  2705  slaves,  sold  in  execution,  yield  3,254,006 
guilders,  being  for  each  1203  guilders,  or  about  £86.  sterling. 

5.  Dominica:  08  slaves,  sold  in  execution,  bring  £3487.  lis.  cur- 
rency, being  £60.  2s.  Qd.  or  £30.  Is   3d.  sterling  for  each. 

6.  Grenada:  24'2  slaves  are  sold  in  execution  for  £1-1,889.  8j.  cur- 
rency, being  for  each  £61.  r2s.,  or  £30.  16s.  sterling. 

7.  Honduras.  Here  151  slaves  are  sold  in  execution  for  £19,014.  13*. 
being  for  each  £125.  10s.  currency,  which  would  make,  if  the  rate  of 
exchange  be  the  same  as  in  .Jamaica,  about  £84.  sterling  ;  or  if  the  same 
as  in  the  Leeward  Islands,  £62.  15s.  sterling.  Individual  men  were  sold 
as  high  as  £3(.iO.  £370.  and  even  £400.,  and  women  as  high  aS'£150. 
£180.  and  £205.  and  one  even  for  £360. 

8.  Jamaica.  The  Provost  Marshal  of  this  Island  has  given  no  Return 
of  the  sales  in  execution,  and  his  reason  is,  that  he  cannot  give  it  with 
all  the  particulars  that  are  required.  He  might  still  have  communi- 
cated as  much  information  as  he  could,  and  at  least  have  stated  the 
aggregate  number  of  slaves  sold  from  year  to  year,  with  the  gross  pro- 
ceeds of  their  sale.  But  even  this  he  has  withheld.  The  defect,  how- 
ever, is  partly  supplied  from  another  source.  A  Return  is  given  lo  us  of 
the  slaves  levied  upon  and  sold  for  taxes,  in  the  different  parishes  of  the 
Island.  The  general  result  of  this  return  is,  that  the  slaves  so  sold 
have  amounted  in  five  years  to  550,  chieHy  persons  in  the  prime  of  life, 
who  have  brought  the  gross  sum  of  £37,6J0.  14s.  10c/.  currencv;  being 
for  each  slave  £68.  8j.  R(/.,  or,  at  the  exchange  of  150,  (which,  we  be- 
lieve, IS  the  pre«ent  rate  of  exchange)  £45.  12*.  6t/.  sterling.  When 
mothers  and  their  children  are  levied  upon  together,  they  appear  to  be 
always  sold  togelher,  but  the  seizures  in  most  instances  are  seizures  of 
single  slaves,  either  male  or  female,  many  of  them  young,  who  are  of 
course  sold  singly  and  separately. 

9.  Nevis:  47  slaves  are  sold  iii  execution  for  £1630.  sterling,  or 
£35.  each. 

10.  St.  Chnstuyhcr's:  376  slaves  are  sold  in  execution  for  £17,742. 
175.  9d.  currency,  being  for  each  £48.  5s.  currency,  or  £24.  Is.  6^. 
sterling. 

11.  St.   VinLcnt's :  815  slavei  aie  sold,  manv  of  ihein  with  the  land 
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Rttached,  for  £28,437.  currency,  being  not  more,  on  the  average,  for 
each,  than  £33.  10s.  currency,  or  £16.  15t.  sterling  ;  and  yet  this  price, 
low  as  it  is,  may  be  correct,  for  we  find  in  the  same  Island,  that  three 
adults,  sold  for  taxes,  brought  only  £137.  currency,  being  £45.  1  3i.  4rf. 
currency  for  each,  or  £22.  16s.  8rf.  sterling. 

12.  Tobago.  No  prices  are  attached  to  the  thirty-one  slaves,  said  to 
be  sold  in  execution  in  this  Island. 

13.  Tortola:  159  slaves  are  sold  in  execution  for  £5638.  18s.  4d. 
currency,  being  for  each  £35,  or  £17.  10s.  sterling. 

14.  Trinidad.  The  number  of  slaves  sold  in  execution  has  been 
1086,  but  no  account  is  given  of  the  prices  at  which  they  were  sold. 

The  result  of  the  whole,  as  far  as  the  materials  before  us  go,  is  to 
exhibit  the  following  as  the  average  price  in  sterling  money  of  slaves  in 
the  different  colonies,  viz. 

£. 

7  Grenada,        ...  30 

8  Nevis,        ....   35 

9  Jamaica,    ....  45 

10  Honduras,      .  84  or  62 

11  Demerara,      ...  86 

12  Berbice,    ....  90     0  0 
Whether  any  part  of  these   discrepancies  are  to  be  ascribed  to  some 

inaccuracy  in  the  Returns;  or  whether  in  some  of  the  Marshal's  sales,  as 
in  St.  Vincent's  or  Tortola,  the  prices  are  collusively  low,  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  us  to  say.     We  give  the  result  as  we  find  it. 

The  cause  of  the  high  average  in  Jamaica,  as  compared  with  the 
other  islands,  is  obviously,  in  great  part,  owing  to  this,  that  the  persons 
levied  upon  for  taxes  are,  with  few  exceptions,  persons  in  the  prime  of 
life  (from  thirteen  to  thirty-five  and  forty  years  of  age),  while  sales  in 
execution  embr^iee  all  ages  from  infancy  to  decrepitude.  The  market 
of  Jamaica  is  also  more  extensive  than  that  of  the  other  islands.  With 
respect  to  the  enormous  price  given  for  slaves  on  the  South  American 
continent,  nearly  three  times  their  price  in  the  islands,  it  can  only  be 
resolved  into  the  superior  fertility  of  the  soil  of  Guiana. 

There  are  men  among  us  who  argue  that  that  superior  fertility  of  soil 
is  an  advantage  to  the  slave.  On  this  principle  it  was  that  so  many 
iniquitous  transfers  of  slaves  were  permitted,  in  violation  of  the  acts 
abolishing  the  slave  trade,  from  the  Bahamas,  Dominica,  &c.  to  Deme- 
rara. The  mendacious  allegation  of  the  interested  parties  was,  that, 
the  slaves  must  starve  and  perish  in  the  former,  while  they  would  enjoy 
abundance  and  prosperity  in  the  latter  ;  and  by  this  deliberate  misre- 
presentation they  succeeded  in  imposing  on  His  Majesty's  Government, 
and  on  some  even  of  the  warmest  friends  of  the  oppressed  Africans. 
The  rapid  increase  of  the  slaves  in  the  Bahamas  and  Dominica, 
and  their  equally  or  still  more  rapid  decrease  in  Demerara,  points  no 
longer  disputable,  sufficiently  expose  the  impudent  and  cruel  impos- 
ture. 

Observe  also,  not  only  the  more  deathful  influence  of  rich  fertile  colonies 
as  compared  with  poor  ones  on  the  slaves — the  planter's  instruments  of 
production  ;  but  the  increased  facilities  of  manumission  which  they 
enjoy  in   the  latter.     A  slave   may  obtain  hi?  firedoin   i,i    lortola,  foi 
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c\aiii^jle,  ul  about  a  llllh  pail  ut  the  prue  fur  wlucli  lie  could  purchase 
It  m  Ciuiuna  ;  in  liarbailues,  at  une  third  ;  and  m  Jaiuuica.  at  one  half. 
It  i»  no  wonder  thai  Mr.  Fickenn^  and  other  Tortolu  planters  should 
have  so  eagerly  sought  |H.*rnii3Sion  to  transport  their  slaves  from  that 
Island  ;   and  that  their  slaves  should  have  been  so  reluctant  to  i{uit  it. 

And  the  fact  is  id  exact  agreement  with  the  argument.  The  popu- 
lutiou  i)f  Demerara  and  Karbadoes  are  nearly  equal,  and  both  colonies 
iiupofte  taxes  on  luanuoiissioo ;  but  in  Barbadoes,  where  slaves  are  £28. 
each,  408  manumissions  have  been  etJ'ecled,  in  the  same  time  in  which, 
10  Uemerara,  where  slaves  cost  three  times  as  much,  only  142  manu- 
missions have  been  effected. 

In  the  Bahamas,  where  there  is  uo  lax,  and  slaves  cost  on  the  aver- 
age only  £21.  8^-.,  176  manumissions  have  taken  place,  in  a  population 
of  950U  slaves.  At  the  same  rule,  the  inanumissiDiis  in  barbadoes  and 
Deinerara  would  have  been  about  IjUU,  and  1400, instead  of  408, and  142. 

Berbice  contains  22000  slaves,  whose  average  price  appears  to  be 
about  £5:^0,  while  a  heavy  tax  is  imposed  on  manumissions.  The  ma- 
numissions there  amount  to  49  ;  while  in  St.  Christopher's,  containing 
20, UOO  slaves,  where  there  is  no  tax,  and  where  slaves  appear  to  average 
£24,  the  manumissions  in  the  same  time  are  at  least  ten  limes  as  nume- 
rous, and  in  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent's,  they  are  about  seven  times  as 
numerous,  in  profHjrtion  to  their  population.  Nay,  in  Grenada  and  in  St. 
\'uicent's,  the  population  of  each  of  which  do  not  amount  to  a  third  of 
thai  of  Barbadoes,  the  number  of  manumissions  is  nearly  as  great  as 
in  that  Island,  where  a  tax  of  £50.  has  been  continued. 

In  Dominica,  the  etl'ect  of  even  an  infenoriax  is  apparent.  Its  popu- 
lation is  loOOO  ;  the  manumissions  156.  At  the  rate  of  Grenada  and 
St.  Vincent's,  it  ought  to  have  been  about  2.jO,  at  that  of  the  Bahamas 
280,  and  at  that  of  Tortola  303.  The  manumissions  in  Barbadoes  and 
Demerara,  if  ihey  proceeded  at  the  rale  of  Tortola,  where  there  is  no 
lax,  and  slaves  average  £17.  lOi.  would  be  1616  for  the  former,  and 
1515  for  the  latter,  instead  of  408,  and  142. 

It  is  certainly  a  ground  of  serious  regret,  as  respects  the  Colonial  de- 
partment, that  notwithstanding  numerous  representatalions  on  the  sub- 
ject, the  lax  on  manumissions  should  have  continued  so  long  without 
modification  or  repeal,  in  the  Colonies  of  Berbice  and  Demerara,  where 
the  crown  is  the  sole  legislator,  and  where  nothing  was  wanting  to  put 
an  end  to  ihe  lax  but  an  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

But  if  It  be  true  that  fertility  of  soil  aggravates  the  evils  of  slavery, 
and  multiplies  the  obstacles  to  enfranchisement,  il  follows  as  a  corollary 
that  bounties  and  protecting  duties  add  greatly  to  its  destructive  in- 
riuence  ;  while  they  serve,  pru  lanto,  to  counteract  the  salutary  effecla 
of  diminished  fertility  on  the  mitigation  and  final  extinction  of  slavery. 
But  at  present  we  can  only  glance  at  this  part  of  the  subject. 

Another  remarkable  inference  which  seems  deducible  from  the  facts 
before  us,  but  on  which  we  cannot  now  enlarge,  is  this:  that  the  dis- 
tress of  ihe  planter  will  be  found  to  run  parallel  with  the  fertility  of  the 
soil  he  cultivates,  and  with  the  consequent  high  appreciation  of  his 
slaves.  If  we  take  the  four  colonies  of  Demerara,  Berbice,  Trinidad, 
and  Honduras,  where  the  average  value  of  slaves  is  the  highost,  we 
•shall  find  the  pio[>or(ion  of  the  <laves  taken  and  sold  in  execution  in 
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fi»e  years,  to  be  is  hipli  as  one  in  twenty-eight  of  the  slave  population; 
whereas,  in  the  other  tif^ht  colonies,  frono  which  we  have  Returns  of  the 
•ales  in  execution,  nr.  St.  Vincent's,  Tortola,  Bahamas,  Nevis,  St. 
Christopher's,  Barbtulocs,  Dominica,  and  Grenada,  and  in  which  the 
prices  are  low,  the  proportion  of  slaves,  so  sold,  is  only  one  in  sixty  : 
and  leaving  out  St.  ViiK-ent's  and  Tortola,  which  seem  to  involve  some 
doubt,  it  is  only  one  in  eighty  ! 

Is  there  not  somoihmg  in  this  singular  fact,  which  unavoidably  leads 
the  reflecting  mind  lo  llie  presumption  that,  by  the  ordinations  of  a 
beneficent  Fro\idencr.  the  rigorous  exaction  of  servile  labour,  in  des- 
pite of  all  the  calculalioiiB  of  a  sordid  and  heartless  cupidity,  may  be 
expected  to  issue  in  I  ho  blasted  hopes  of  the  oppressor  ? 

VI.  Liability  or  kkik  blacks  and  persons  of  colour  to 

DVrUJV£D    OF    THEIR    FREEDOM. 

Barbadoes.  The  l>opiiJy  Provost  Marshal,  on  the  30th  of  November, 
1825,  states,  that  wliru  slaves  are  apprehended  as  runaways,  they  are 
confined  to  the  cap- :  "  and  after  they  have  been  advertised  in  the 
public  papers  for  ton  iiiiys,  they  are  sent  to  the  common  gaol  and  ad- 
vertised again  ;  and  »/'  no  owner  or  claimant  should  appear,  they  arc, 
at  the  expiration  of  llnee  months,  sold  to  defray  expenses,  and  the 
surplus  paid  into  tin-  treasury,  according  to  the  act  of  the  Island,  but 
the  latter  very  ranly  *K-curs."  In  the  case  of  persons  who  are  really 
free,  it  is  of  course  vi  ry  unlikely  that  any  owner  or  claimant  should 
appear  ;  but  this  absence  of  claim,  instead  of  being  admitted  as  a  proof 
of  their  freedom,  wlmli  is  the  natural  inference  to  be  deduced  from 
it,  is  made  the  grouiul  for  their  being  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Colonial  treasury.  The  Deputy  Provost  Marshal  adds,  that  he  is 
**  not  aware  that  any  slaves  so  confined  ever  claimed  or  established 
their  freedom."  VhA  he  ever  give  himself  the  trouble  to  inquire  into 
the  facts  of  their  history,  before  he  consigned  them  to  interminable 
bondage  ?     If  he  dul,   ht  him  give  us  those  facts. 

Jamaica.  Many  04*es  occur  in  this  Island  in  which  slaves,  appre- 
hended as  runaway-s  but  claiming  to  be  free,  were  able  to  establish 
the  claim  to  the  s.i'.;*'iCtion  of  the  magistrates  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  truth  of  O-*-"  allegations.  The  following  is  a  specimen  of 
these  cases. 

CuflTer,  alias  Janu-s  Hannah,  alias  James  Hamilton,  was  bom  in 
St.  Mary's,  belonc^v'  to  Mr.  Samuel  Hannah,  who  raised  him,  and 
took  him  with  him  Jv  Scotland.  He  was  there  four  years  and  a  half 
as  a  waiting  man  viK  Mi.  Hannah,  who,  having  no  further  occasion 
for  his  services,  nvvmrnended  him  to  Captain  Hamilton  Maxwell, 
with  whom  he  rem^''  't^d  two  years  and  a  half.  He  then  went  to 
Sir  Robert  Grierso:--  Rock  Hall,  Dumfrieshire.  and  stayed  there  two 
years  and  a  half.  1»<'  afterwards  lived  for  some  time  in  Edinburgh. 
He  then  engaged  v- ;'  C'aptain  Simpson,  of  the  ship  Isabella  Simpson, 
as  steward,  and  arr^c"-!  in  Jamaica,  in  November  1821,  when  he  was 
taken  up  as  a  runa»A\.  The  Justices  very  properly  adjudged  that  this 
man  was  entitled  t.^  iis.  freedom. 

Many  other  ca*.'-  are  decided  with  an  equal  regard  to  justice. 
But  in  what  a  feari".    t>ie<iicampnt  is  the  man  placed  who  tlnis,  without 
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a  crime,  or  the  allea^ation  of  a  crime,  itamU  exposed,  on  failing  to  prove 
himself  fret?,  though  no  one  claims  him  as  a  blave,  to  the  dnadful 
alternative  uf  ^>er|H.'lual  bondage  ^ 

Bui  all  are  not  thus  Lnicnily  dealt  with.  .Nancy  Rider,  a  girl  of  six- 
teen, who  appears  to  iiave  had  great  personal  attractions,  was  held  in 
trust  by  a  Mr.Johiiblun.  A  Mr.kuig  oHcred  to  purchase  her  for  his  own 
graliticaUon  ;  but  Mr.  Juliiiston,  being  unabl*^  hnnself  to  execute  a  legal 
deed  of  manuniissiun,  arranged  with  .Mr.  King  that  she  should  be  Kvied 
upon  for  taxes  and  sold,  and  that  Mr.  King  should  become  the  pur- 
chaser, or\  an  understanding  that  he  was  to  manumit  her  after  he  had 
thus  obtained,  from  the  collector  of  taxes,  a  legal  title  to  do  so.  Nancy 
accordingly  became  the  properly  of  -Mr.  King,  s^ith  whom  bho  lived 
several  years.  Tliey  then  quarrelled,  and  she,  thinking  herself  free,  left 
him.  But  Mr.  King  having  omitted  to  fulfil  his  promise  of  legally  ma- 
numitting her,  availed  himself  of  the  omission  to  sell  her,  —while  living 
openly  with  her  mother  to  whose  home  she  had  returned  and  with  whom 
she  continued  for  some  time  to  reside, — to  a  Mr.  Hansbrow,  who  had 
become  fund  of  her  person.  She,  however,  disliking  .Mr.  Hauabrow  for  a 
lover,  refused  to  submit  to  his  desires,  and  asserted  her  right  to  freedom, 
grounded  on  the  original  stipulation  between  .Mr.  Johnston  and  .Mr.  King. 
^Ir.  King,  on  his  examination,  denied  the  stipulation,  but  admilLed  that 
he  had  at  one  lime  promised  to  free  her,  though  he  had  stipulated  no 
precise  time  for  doing  so.  Neither  he  nor  Mr.  Hansbrow  denied  the 
other  facts  of  the  case.  The  decision  of  three  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
acd  nine  freeholders  of  the  parish  of  St.  Ann's,  on  this  apparently 
profligate  transaction,  was,  that  the  claim  of  Nancy  Rider  is"  frivolous, 
and  not  warranted  by  the  circumstances  of  the  case;  that  she  is  legally 
the  property  of  Mr.  Hansbrow,  i^he  having  purchased  her  of  Mr.  King, 
in  whom  the  right  of  sale  was  exclusively  vested,)  and  the  Court,  while 
it  admonishes  her  to  be  obedient  and  submissive  to,  and  scrupulously 
watcht'ul  of  liie  interest  of  her  master,  as  the  safest  and  most  likely  way 
of  ensuring  his  protection  and  kindness,  trusts  he  will  not  permit 
his  future  treatment  of  the  woman  to  be  iutiueuced  by  the  occurrences 
of  this  day,  but  bury  the  same  in  oblivion."  The  Court  which  came  to 
this  extraordinary  decision  is  called  "  a  Council  o(  Proteclwn." 

In  the  Parish  of  Westmoreland,  on  the  '21st  .\ugust,  1821,  "  Joho 
Williams,  a  negro  man,  a  pretended  Cura(;oa.  No  evidence  of  freedom 
produced.     Sold  from  workhouse  in  January." 

In  the  Parish  of  Port  Royal,  "  Joseph  Pranks,  a  black,  committed  as 
a  runaway  'Jth  October,  1H21  ;  sold  for  payment  of  fees  on  inii 
March,  1822,  having  no  documents." 

In  the  Pansh  of  Sl  David,  "  John  Paterson  committed  on  5lh  De- 
cember, 1821.  After  due  investigation  he  could  not  produce  any  do- 
cument of  freedom  to  the  magistrates."  He  was  sold  accordingly  on  the 
•24th  April.  1^22. 

lo  tUe  Parish  of  -Manchester,  "  Eleanor  Davison  committed  July  22d, 
1824,  being  able  to  produce  no  document  whatever,  or  to  adduce  any 
kind  of  proof  of  her  freedom,  was  ordered  to  be  sold  according  to  law.'' 

In  the  Parish  of  Clarendon,  "  Fanny  committed  May  31st,  1821. 
Sold  out  of  the  workhouse  as  a  slave."  "  .Allick  .\ndrea  committed 
December  27 ih,  U2I.     Sold  out  of  the  workhouse  as  a  slave." 
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This  opprobrious  state  of  law,  where  the  Ehghtest  tinge  of  black  blood 
is  made  presumptive  proof  of  Slavery,  in  the  absence  of  direct  and 
positive  testimony  of  freedom,  and  which  constitutes  the  State  a  prin- 
cipal partner  in  this  worst  specie?  of  Slave  Trade,  is  curiously  illus- 
trated by  two  cases  occurring  in  Triyiidad.  We  must  reserve  the  de- 
tails of  these  cases,  as  well  as  the  inferences  deducible  from  them  for 
another  opportunity ;  when  we  hope  also  to  analyze  the  very  important 
facts  which  are  given  in  the  same  Returns  on  the  subject  of  population; 
and  which  shew  that,  in  what  may  be  called,  from  its  fertility  and 
beauty,  the  garden  of  the  world,  the  lives  of  its  inhabitants,  made 
bitter  by  hard  bondage,  are  wasting  at  a  rate  which  threatens  even- 
tual depopulation,  and  which  converts  that  smiling  land  into  little  bet- 
ter tlian  a  charnel  house. 


ANTI-SLAVERY  PETITION. 
A  Petition  has  been  presented  to  Parliament  from  the  Sarrey  Anti- 
Slavery  Society,  which  is  a  model  of  force  and  eloquence,  an3  not  more 
distinguished  by  these  qualities  than  by  its  truth  and  justice.     We  re- 
commend it  to  universal  attention.     It  sets  forth, 

"That  the  population  of  our  West  Indian  Colonies  consists  chWfly  of  Keproes,  who  arc 
either  unoffending  foreigners,  carried  thither  bv  force,  or  Brilibh" subjects,  born  within 
the  King's  allegiance;  that  these  unoffending  foreigners  possess  rights  under  tlie  Law  ot 
Nations  which  England  is  bound  to  recognize  and  uphold,  as  a  civilized  stale,  and  for 
the  violation  of  which,  in  the  persons  of  other  foreigners,  a  British  fleet  was  sent  only  a 
few  years  since  to  lay  the  port  of  Algiers  in  ruins  ;  that  England  on  that  occasion  justly 
resented  the  barbarous  practice  adopted  by  the  Algerines,  of  converting  their  enemies 
taken  in  war  into  slaves,  as  an  uncivilised  modification  of  the  right  assumed  by  savages 
of  putting  the  prisoners  to  deatb  ;  that  British  subjects,  born  within  the  King's  allegiance, 
and  innocent  of  all  ciime,  cannot  be  deprived  of  their  civil  existence,  and  reduced  to  a 
state  of  slavery  by  any  power  known  to  the  constitution  of  this  country;  that  such  a 
power  necessarily  supposes  the  annihilation  of  every  principle  on  which  the  reciprocal 
claims  of  allegiance  and  protection  are  founded,  and  at  once  destroys  the  basis  of  the 
(ocial  compact;  that  such  a  power,  if  it  could  exist,  might  reduce  to  slavery  all  the 
born  subjects  of  the  king,  as  Justly  as  any  particular  portion  of  them  ;  that  while  in  Rus- 
sia civil  death  has  been  awarded  as  an  appropriate  punishment  for  high  treason,  and  in 
Algiers  slavery  is  substituted  for  the  savage  right  of  taking  the  life  of  a  captured  enemy, 
ill  the  West  Indian  dominions  of  the  British  Crown  unoflcudiog  aliens  and  uuoflending 
British  subjects  are  deprived  of  their  civil  existence  by  thousands,  and  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands, solely  for  the  emolument  of  private  Individuals,  who,  for  that  purpose  alone,  by  a 
monstrous  and  illegal  usurpation,  condemn  their  fellow  subjects  to  a  slate  of  irremediable 
slaverv.  and  extend  the  dreadful  curse  to  their  children,  and  their  children's  children  ; 
that  the  claim  set  up  by  the  West  Indian  slave-masters  to  their  fellow-subjects,  and  to 
helpless  strangers,  as  their  property,  rests  on  no  better  basis  than  the  claim  of  robbers 
and  receivers  to  goods  whicn  they  have  stolen,  or  purchased  knowing  them  to  be  stolen; 
that  the  crime  of  depriving  an  innocent  man,  whether  a  foreigner  or  a  British  subject, 
of  his  civil  existence,  immeasurably  exceeds  any  one  of  those  descriptions  of  theft  for 
which  the  punishment  of  deatb  is  usually  awarded  in  this  country,  as  it  Includes  them 
all ;  that  It  is  one  continued  system  of  daily  and  hourly  robbery,  wresting  from  the  mi- 
serable victim  his  natural  liberty,  his  rights' as  a  man,  as  a  husband,  as  a  father,  his  rights 
as  a  British  subject  by  the  constitution  of  his  country,  or  as  an  innocent  foreigner  by  the 
Law  of  Nations  ;  that  the  crime  is  nothing  less  than  that  of  robbing  a  human  being  of  all 
his  mental  and  moral  energies,  of  keeping  his  mind  in  darkness  lest  he  sliould  become 
acquainted  with  his  rights,  and  of  reducing  him  for  all  civil  purposes  to  the  condition  of 
a  murdered  man;  that  the  West  Indian  Negro,  though  born  to  all  the  privileges  of  a 
British  subject,  is  allowed  no  inheritance  but  slavery  ;  that  if  he  attempts  te  assert  his 
just  claims  he  is  consigned  t<i  the  gallows  or  the  stake  as  a  traitor,  on  the  principle  by 
which  pirates  put  to  death  those  who  do  not  quietly  submit  to  their  injustice,  and  thus 
natural  death  ii  addeil  lo  civil  death,  and  judicial  murder  to  robbery  in  its  most  com- 
plicated form  ;  to  robbery  momentarily  repeated  through  alifeof  terror,  ofscourgings,  and 
of  mental  and  bodily  degradation.  Ihe  Petitioners  beg  leave  to  observe  that  these  are 
no  fancied  horrors,  but  positive  and  admitted  facts,  and  that  they  are  here  speaking  of 
the  sufferings  of  innocent  aliens,  whose  privileges  arc  consecrated  by  that  Law  of  Nations 
which  England  has  shed-faer  bravest  blood  to  maintain,  and  of  British  subjects  bom  in  the 
King's  allegiance,  whose  rights  h;ive  the  •■anic  toundalion  and  are  as  inalienable  as  those 
of  e\  ery  Member  of  the  House  ;  lliat  the  Petitioners,  regarding  the  slavery  ol"  their  fellow 
subjects  in  the  West  Indies  as  an  outrage  upon  all  ju'Slicc,  and  sensible  of  the  duty  of  put. 
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i.u|«u  coa  w.lh..  l.lU*  JcU)  M  i.o,Mblc,  lo.  . y,tf  m  •  ».icli.,  I"  f«"""  "'«!'«"'•'  cm 
ul.c.lrd  cv.U.  cui.ftd«  U.  Ihr  *.,do.n  ol  ihc  H..u>.f  lor  Ihr  «Jo,.U..„  .1  ,ucl.  ..,r.,.u,r,  ., 
Liv  IHT  ..ccr«*ry  for  the  .pccJs  .U-umcot  ut  thai  a«ir»bl*  obutl  .   bul  tl  ll.c  v.m.c  l.i.ir 

.,u«tu..^bl>  .-ifr.  would  .Uo  pr..vr  •  n...»l  rlh.  .iC.ou,  corfccl.v  r  ol  ra<.n>  o  ihr  .mme. 
J.»lf  c.iUof  loluuiil  Sl»Nei>  ,  and  tn.glil  be  <..iiica  iMlo  crfri  I  williwul  lu».  .■!  tiiiu-  ;  the 
J-rUl.oocr»  .iluJe  to  the  .brc.;»t.ou  ol  llir  houutic.  aod  Pfulccliuij  Dulic.oi.  Mi^ar  .  tint 
lbr«.  Bottnlirt»nd  I'.olcvli.u  Outic.  prevrol  -.u,-*.,  no*  brcomr  ouc  ol  U.c  nrt  cs-.  .r.  ..f 
life,  from  bc.u«  impoctrd  Iro.i,  »..,.ou,  (.Art,  o.  U.c  »..rlcl  .1  a  ir.cc  .«  murl.  l«:low  il.c 
Su<.r  from  tbc  «  ol  lodirt  j.  to  ni«ke  <t  .lillt  rn.cr  to  lUc  lUitl^li  public  ol  ,.,.c  pr.my  |..  i 
poand    or  .b.,iit  our  millioi.  »ud  a  Imll  »lcrlii.g  oi.  the   »,{Krrg-le  -i.iiual  Loii'U.mil.oii  ..I 

r^  '  ji^      1.1         ■l..«tl._.^l>r..t^<-liii»lliifif*kh^^-a*iii.w      lire ri    111 


rall.v.i.ono.  Su«*r  ..,  ihr  compan.l.vrU  ...Urio,  «.ul  exha..,tr.l  v.ll.  ol  il,e  1  Mil 
Indian  Ul*i.dN  o^c.lrd  by  the  l.o,,r  ot  Ii.kU  ,>,ot,u,  that  ih.-  n.t1enu«,  of  he  N..:r«c, 
chlrrty  arlK-.  and  it.il  upon  U.r  .l.ow.nK  ol  ihc  planter,  U.rmvl»  i-ll..M..rr.d  (u  .  .  I  o  u 
U  v.l/lv  krpt  up  bv  ihc  ar-.iK.al  ,limulu^  ..I  Ivn.nUf,  and  I'rotrtt.nt!  I>u  .e*.  *•"'•""; 
iHTdr  tUr  CommcriP  ot  l.reat  BnlAln  and  o,MTUtc  at  an  oppretMvc  Ux  ...  il.c  |,..bl.r  ;  ihat 


that     „Al  lo  iTrru    .7a  .mn-  ^^^^^^^  -^"-a'  "  ^''^  ^lael  article  of  do.n. -lie  .  o..,un.,,t.o„. 

that,  nexl  to  briliMi  '»''"'"'  J"/"'"".  ,,  ",,,.^1  l,,e  ^.„eci  of  abroRalii-K  «hc  liounl.e,  and 
and  nuiks  among  Ihe  nei-e^^driei  ol    liie  ,  inai  iiie  iiicii  ,,i,.,     ..      i..  i,.  it„.  v.... 

prolr.t.ug  Dullr;  on  ^u;;...  would  be,  to  tru.i.ler  ihe  .ull.v..  .on  ..I  ll.al  •'\''\}''''ll'^*;f''- 
In.l.f,  andoiher  ulace"  v»>.ere  it  cm  be  produced  by  the  Irer  Ubo.ir  of  nal.v  e  Inrn.ert, 
and  uV  Utile  e^p.n'le  ;  ihul  ll.i,  tr«D,ler  would  le..d  to  increase  the  ,rowil.  o.  ihe  pro,.rr 


BiruntlerKrlnTrd  to  ihe  cult.valoM  ol  Si.^jar  by  Slave  Ubour  ;  ll.al.  halever  d.ltKull.r, 
the  "live  Uuol.on  may  ,.re>eul  under  other  45prct«,  the  people  ol  Kn^jland  may  .t  lr««l 
be  delivered  frwn  thi  bitter  convcio.i»oe.i  ol  n.aJuta.n.oi!  by  oppr.r,Mon.  «n<l  u....,- 
ce,-ry  prem.uai>.  a  .>  >tcu.  of  in.qu.tj  .Irsr^dinR  to  ihe  national  character,  criin,..,.! 
be>^nd  All  olher  mode,  of  robberv  an<f  viol^hce.  '"bver,iv*  ol  every  legal  and  ever> 
c.Ta"ulul.onal  pnotiplr,  and  equally  at  var*Ancc  with  the   dlclalM  ol   «jund  ,H>l.cy,  hu- 


minitv.  »iiJ  lo'tice." 


TAu  and  all  olkrr  p*bluution$  of  ihe  Society,  may  he  had  at  their  ••ffice 
XKAU^nbury  ,  or  at  Meur^  liatchard.,\^l ,  PucadUlj,  and  Arch  ».;'"-/''• 
VV-^^-  '^'  yrocred^tkr^ha.y  bookseller,  or  at  thed.,,otsoj  the  .UH- 
Slmrerj  ISociety  throiu^hout  the  kingdom. 


Ijn4^  :  Bsfftr  nU  TUm.  U,  RmriMtmtm  dt*- 


